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Division of Student Affairs

 Annual Year End Celebration
The CDU Board of Trustees and Administration host Annual Year End Celebration



Division of Student 
Affairs Updates
With Dr. Jinny Oh
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Welcome and Happy New Year!
I trust that each of you had a wonderful 
Winter Break! December has proven 
to be another month full of vigorous 
activity.
Once again, it is our hope that the 
Student Affairs Newsletter encapsulates 
a few memorable moments as we 
“inform and celebrate”.
In this issue, we reflect on various on 
campus and off campus activities.
Through our continued passion for 
student success, we also seek to 
highlight just a snapshot of the vibrant 
student life experienced at CDU.
If you have celebrations to share, 
please submit selections to the Office of 
Student Affairs. Enjoy!
-Dr. Jinny Oh
Dean of Student Affairs

What greater way to end a semester than with a party? 
As always, the CDU Board of Trustees and Administration 
hosted all CDU faculty, staff and students to a Year 
End Celebration. The festivites included a magnificient 
performance from the CDU choir, which included our very 
own Learning Specialist, Rhonda Jones. While Rhonda 
Jones handled the vocals, Dean of Student Affairs, Dr. Jinny 
Oh accompanied the choir on the piano. President Carlisle 
made a special appearance, giving thanks and gratitude 
to all, who had helped make 2018 a successful year for 
CDU. Attendees received a delicous meal, a hilariously fun 
photo-booth and best of all, the company of those who 
helped them grow and succeed throughout the year. It was 
a day that lifted spirits and gave everyone the extra umph 

needed to make it to, and begin the new year strong! 



December Festivities  
            

  CDU Spreads Holiday Cheer

 
City of Lynwood, Candy Cane Lane Christmas Parade

This month, Charles R. Drew University particpated in 
the City of Lynwoods, Annual Candy Cane Lane Parade. 
The night was filled with laughter, holiday cheer, and 
some seriously cute kids waving to their favorite Lion, 
Drew! CDU had numerous volunteers who came ready 
to shout CDU's praise to the entire crowd! And thanks 
to a Mr. Cazzie Burns, CDU rolled through the parade 
in a classic 75 Cadilac Eldorado. The parade was a 
huge success for the City of Lynwood and CDU can not 

wait to attend next years festivites!  

  Let's Talk BMS
                        Career Advisor,                                                  
     Kaitlin Jackson-Ferriot Strikes Again!

This month, PHS invited Career Advisor, Kaitlin Jackson-
Ferriot, to speak with the Biomedical Science students 
about the types of careers they can have after they 
graduate. There was a great turn out from undergraduate 
and graduate students. Kaitlin provided a range of 
career option from education, research, public health, 
medical, and industrial science and production. It is 
always important to know your options when choosing a 
career! To find out more, visit Kaitlin in the Student Affairs 

department. 
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Pre-Health Society 
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Enrollment Services

 Welcome to CDU!
      

The CDU Family Got Some New Recruits 

This month, CDU welcomed some new recruits to 
campus. Future Spring 2019 students were given the 
entire run-down of CDU. This included presentations 
from the one and only President of CDU, Dr. Carlisle, 
Student Affairs, CDU Student Government and many 
more. The day was filled with plenty of information and 
most importantly, food, which kept all the new recruits 
up and running. At the end of the day, CDU's only goal 
was to make each and every student feel comfortable 
with beginning their newest life adventure. We wish 
each and every new student all the success in the world 
and we can not wait to see what they will accomplish in 

their time here!

    PA's Big Day
               

    Congratulations PA Crew!  

Nelson Mandela once said, "it always seems impossible 
until it's done". For the PA class of 2018, this quote 
speaks nothing but the truth. Their perseverence 
to succeed has finally paid off, and CDU once again 
says goodbye to another inspirational class. Although 
we are sad to see them leave, we couldn't be more 
excited for them to begin their new adventures in 

their chosen health field. 

               College of Science and Health



            Student Health Insurance 
                                                 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION BELOW!

Division of Student Affairs Welcomes New Staff Members

   Nadia Nasr
  Administrative Assistant

Nadia Nasr is the new administrative assistant for the Office of Student            
Affairs. She previously worked for the CDU College of Medicine under the Medi-
cal Student Research Thesis Program. She recently graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Health Sciences and Healthcare Management from the University 
of South Florida in May 2018. Upon her arrival back from Florida, Nadia has 
been passionate about helping students reach their academic goals. In her 
spare time she enjoys traveling with family and friends, attending concerts, and                
photography! Make sure you stop by and meet our amazing new team member! 

  nadianasr@cdrewu.edu 
      (323) 568 - 3343
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Provost Corner
with Dr. Steve Michael

Dear CDU Students:
Happy New Year.  Hope your Winter Break was restful as it was festive.  Welcome 
to 2019 and back to the campus.  Special welcome to students who are joining CDU 
for the first time. Now that you are a member of the CDU family, it is up to you to 
reveal the leadership in you through your work ethics, service to your fellow students, 
demonstration of CDU values, commitment to the CDU mission, and above all impact 
within and on the community.  
In my Student Newsletter Column, I sometimes feature our students’ stories about 
their lives.  If you have a story to tell regarding your life, your experience at CDU, and 
how you are living or planning to live the CDU mission, please send it to me.  The 
shorter it is, the better—three, four paragraphs perhaps.  I may not be able to share 
all the stories, but at least I will acknowledge every story sent to me at provost@
cdrewu.edu.  
Three important things that may affect your studies that you should pay attention to 
are a) your academic work, b) your finances, and c) your psychosocial life.  We are 
fortunate that most of our students are mature, self-driven individuals who take their 
studies very seriously.  Recipe for disaster includes missing classes, lateness, poor 
participation in classes, inattentiveness, refusal to seek for help, and laziness.  If you 
are admitted to CDU, you have what it takes to be successful.  But you must apply 
what it takes to be successful. In spite of the fact that CDU’s tuitions remain below 
average for private universities, some students still encounter financial challenges. 

Some of these challenges can be averted or reduced.  Students who did not turn in their FAFSA, complete it on time and 
accurately, visit Financial Aid Office for advice and guidance, explore funding opportunities such as external scholarships, who 
wait until the last minutes to attend to financial matters, and who fail to seek for help almost always encounter major financial 
problems that affect their progression.
Successful students live a balanced life.  This entails attention to personal and social life.  As health professional institution, 
CDU strives to remove the taboo associated with mental health issues.  We encourage our students to promptly seek 
assistance when necessary and also encourage their classmates who may need such assistance.  Students should not be 
embarrassed to turn to their mentors and advisors, the Student Affairs Office, and faculty for guidance.  The Student Affairs 
Division will provide information to all students about services available and how best to access them.  
Wishing you all a very successful 2019.

Steve

       Jessica Sandoval

Prior to joining the Mighty Lions, Jessica worked at California State University 
Dominguez Hills, where she helped plan and execute events for the campus as 
a Student Assistant in the office of Ceremonies and Events. Just recently, she 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology with a concentration in 
Archaeology, from California State University Dominguez Hills. While her degree 
may lead you to think she is going to catch a plane and fly to a secluded ancient 
ruin at any given moment, she informs us that her degree was a childhood dream 
and that her knowledge and love of Archaeology will come in handy when she is 
happily retired! For now, she plans to follow the road her life has lead her thus 
far, which has always been higher education. A choice that came easily to her, 
since she understands and appreciates the significant roles staff and faculty play 
in the success of students. Her main goal as Retention and Student Success     
Coordinator is to pay it forward and give to the CDU students what she was given 
at CSUDH, which was support, motivation and kindness. 

 Retention and Student Success Coordinator
            jessicasandoval@cdrewu.edu
                   (323) 563 - 4805



 Telephone 323.568.3343 
 E-mail  Studentaffairs@cdrewu.edu
 Editors: Jinny Oh, Rhonda Jones, 
                                              Jessica Sandoval, Kaitlin Jackson-Ferriot,
                                              Nadia Nasr   

Let’s keep in touch!
 www.cdrewu.edu/students

Division of Student Affairs
Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science
1731 118th St, Los Angeles, CA 90059
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